
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
9th September 2021 
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
As we begin the new academic year, we look forward to welcoming new and returning 
students back the music department at St John Fisher. We wanted to take this opportunity 
to explain the opportunities available within the music department, in terms of the 
instrumental lessons we offer and the extra-curricular provision.  
We know that the last 18 months has been a challenging time for musicians, and as a 
department, not having ensembles for such a long time has been strange to say the least. 
We hope that everyone will throw themselves into the activities on offer! 
 
FAO New Students 
 
Instrumental Lessons 
Here at St. John Fisher we have a fantastic team of instrumental teachers with a wealth of 
experience. We offer lessons on the following instruments: 
 
Piano 
Guitar/bass guitar 
Brass instruments  
Voice 
Woodwind (flute, clarinet, saxophone, and oboe) 
Strings (violin, viola, cello, and double bass) 
 
We offer 20 and 30 minute lesson lengths and operate a rotating timetable to ensure that 
the same curriculum lessons are not affected each week.  We strongly recommend students 
opt for one-to-one lessons where possible, however group lessons are also available if 
required. The pricing options are as follows: 
 
20 minute individual: £130 per term 
30 minute individual: £195 per term 
20 minute group: £65 per term 
 
Our teachers are here to help students achieve their personal goals; whether that be to 
develop confidence through performing, to sit graded examinations, or to play purely for 
pleasure. We welcome all types of learners. To register for lessons, and for further 
information on terms and conditions of the lessons, please use this link: 

www.tinyurl.com/sjfchsmusiclessons 
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We also hold an ABRSM centre visit so students can take an exam in school without having 
to go to an ABRSM centre. We are hoping to do this again in December. Please let your 
teacher know if you would like to do this.  
 
Extra-Curricular Ensembles 
We run an extensive extra-curricular timetable, which we encourage students of all year 
groups to get involved with, as playing in a music ensemble is hugely enriching - musically,  
socially and culturally. Here at St John Fisher our ensembles perform regularly and achieve 
highly at national competitions. Throughout the year we offer many exciting performance 
opportunities, including taking part in the Music For Youth National Festival, an annual 
junior residential trip to York and bi-annual concert tours. Recent tours have been to 
Toronto, Luchon, New York, Malta and Barcelona. The extra-curricular timetable is attached 
to this letter and we look forward to welcoming new students to the music department.  
Ensembles will start again on Monday 13th September. For students wishing to attend Junior 
Choir during registration, you should come straight to G14 (the big music room) at 8.45am 
where you will be registered.  
 
FAO Returning Students  
 
Instrumental Lessons 
Students who had instrumental lessons in the last year are required to re-register for 
instrumental lessons this year. Peripatetic teachers may have got in touch with you directly 
to add you to a timetable, but we ask that you still complete the online form and agree to 
the contract for this year. The form for registering is found here: 

www.tinyurl.com/sjfchsmusiclessons. 

 
Extra-Curricular Ensembles 
Following the covid-19 hiatus, we are delighted to announce that music ensembles are now 
back to rehearsing! We are very excited to hear you playing again and we look forward to 
resuming a concert and touring schedule in due time. The rehearsal schedule is attached to 
this letter. It is expected that GCSE music students partake in at least one ensemble and all 
should attend senior choir. Ensembles will start again on Monday 13th September. 
 
GCSE and A Level Music Students 
For GCSE and A Level students, school will contribute £65 per term towards individual 
lessons with a member of our peripatetic team, or the option to take up a second 
instrument. 
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If you have any questions about the above or anything else music related, you can contact 

the music department on 01423 818444 or by emailing cratcliffe@sjfchs.org.uk 
 
 
With kind regards, 
 

 
 
Craig Ratcliffe, Head of Music 
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