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“Educating for Life” 
Our Values 

  

Intent 

Home learning refers to any work which is set to be completed outside of usual lesson time.  
It is our intention at St John Fisher Catholic High School that home learning will promote self-
confidence and understanding, alongside developing students’ ability to work independently.  
There is extensive evidence that home learning has a positive impact on student progress. According 
to the Education Endowment Foundation, “the evidence shows that the impact of homework, on 
average, is five months’ additional progress.”1 
 
We aim to ensure that there is a broad and balanced range of activities provided in home learning 
tasks. To that end, different tasks will provide students with varying levels of challenge. Some tasks 
might be learning vocabulary or completing practice activities, whereas others might be much more 
challenging, such as completing an extended piece of writing. Some subjects may provide students 
with a level of choice where there is an indicator as to how difficult the piece of work is; this will 
enable students to determine their own level of challenge. Either way, the purpose of the home 
learning task will be clear to the students and it will be relevant to the sequence of lessons they are 
studying in that subject. To this end, home learning will not involve simply finishing off work which 
was started in class: it will be a separate task which is connected to the current learning.  
 
We intend to adopt a policy on home learning where less is more: if fewer pieces of home learning 
are set then they will have a greater level of importance. We want to ensure that students see the 

 
1 https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evidence-summaries/teaching-learning-
toolkit/homework-secondary/  

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evidence-summaries/teaching-learning-toolkit/homework-secondary/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evidence-summaries/teaching-learning-toolkit/homework-secondary/


 

value of the work they complete at home and, for that reason, their work will be acknowledged and 
read (please refer to Assessment and Feedback of Home Learning below).  
 
Implementation 

Amount of Home Learning 

KS3 – Year 7 

Subject Teaching time per 

fortnight 

Amount of Home Learning 

Maths 6 hours Once per week 

English 6 hours Once per week 

Science 6 hours Once per week (one Science subject per week 

– either Biology, Physics or Chemistry) 

RE 5 hours Once per week 

History 4 hours Once per fortnight 

Geography 4 hours Once per fortnight 

French 4 hours Once per fortnight 

Technology 4 hours Once per fortnight 

Art 2 hours Twice per half term 

Music 2 hours Twice per half term 

Drama 1 hour Once per half term 

IT 1 hour Once per half term 

 

PSHCE and Core PE – no home learning needs to be set 

KS3 – Year 8 

Subject Teaching time per 

fortnight 

Amount of Home Learning 

Maths 6 hours Once per week 

English 6 hours Once per week 

Science 6 hours Once per week (one Science subject per week 

– either Biology, Physics or Chemistry) 

RE 5 hours Once per week 

History 4 hours Once per fortnight 

Geography 4 hours Once per fortnight 

French 4 hours Once per fortnight 

Technology 4 hours Once per fortnight 

Art 2 hours Twice per half term 

Music 1 hour Once per half term 

Drama 1 hour Once per half term 

IT 2 hours Twice per half term 

 

 



 

KS4 – Year 9  

Subject Teaching time per fortnight Amount of Home Learning 

Maths 7 hours Once per week 

English 7 hours Once per week 

Science 8 hours Once per week (one Science subject per week – 

either Biology, Physics or Chemistry) 

RE 5 hours Once per week 

Options subjects 5 hours At least once per fortnight* 

 

*Teachers may choose to set one item per week  

PSHCE and Core PE – no home learning needs to be set 

KS4 – Year 10 

Subject Teaching time per fortnight Amount of Home Learning 

Maths 7 hours Once per week 

English 8 hours Once per week 

Science 10 hours Once per week (one Science subject per week – 

either Biology, Physics or Chemistry) 

RE 5 hours Once per week 

Options subjects 4/5 hours At least once per fortnight* 

 

*Teachers may choose to set one item per week  

PSHCE and Core PE – no home learning needs to be set 

KS4 – Year 11 

Subject Teaching time per 

fortnight 

Amount of Home Learning 

Maths 7 hours Once per week 

English 7 hours Once per week 

Science 10 hours Once per week (one Science subject per week 

– either Biology, Physics or Chemistry) 

RE 5 hours Once per week 

Options subjects  4/5 hours Once per week 

 

PSHCE and Core PE – no home learning needs to be set 

At Key Stage 5, the reduced number of subjects and the increased demands of the courses means 

that the amount of home learning set for subjects will similarly increase. Students must be 

prepared to devote both their study periods and a significant amount of home study to meeting the 

demands of the course. Key Stage 5 students are expected to complete 4 hours per subject per 

week. 

 

 



 

Home Learning Deadlines 

There is no home learning timetable in order to avoid the setting of artificial work. Home learning 
should be set at the point in the week at which it is relevant to the learning of the group. As a result, 
a student may be set several pieces of work on one day.  
 
Teachers will aim to have a specified lesson each week/fortnight which is the home learning 
deadline day. However, this may change at the teacher’s discretion where appropriate. 
In order to support students with their time management and to ensure their workload is 
reasonable, we ask that teachers do not set work to be completed for the next day. Best practice is 
to ensure that the students have a week to complete the work. If they have less than a week then 
teachers should allow a weekend for the work to be completed (e.g. set on a Thursday to be 
submitted on Tuesday.) 
 
Type of Home Learning 

Type of Home Learning Examples Why it is effective  

Practice tasks 
 
repeating procedures that 
have been covered in class 

• Completing questions 

• Exam practice 
questions 

 

We have all heard the saying ‘practice makes 
perfect.’ The more frequently students practice 
the skills they have been taught in lessons, the 
more competent they will become.  

Rote Learning 
 
use clear knowledge 
sources to support 
learning 

• Vocabulary  

• Spelling 

• Dates 

• Facts 

As demonstrated by the Ebbinghaus’ forgetting 
curve2, the more regularly students recall 
something, the more likely they are to retain it.  
 

“The research on spaced practice suggests that 
retention is significantly improved when students 
are given a number of practice problems relating 
to a topic and distributed across a period of time” 
(Teacher Toolkit)3 

Reading • Pre-reading ready for 
the next lesson 

• Reading a relevant 
news / research article 

• Reading a chapter of a 
book 

 

Reading is vital in all subjects to improve 
comprehension, learn new vocabulary and widen 
students’ cultural capital.  
 

If a teacher is engaging in whole class reading it is 
often useful to ask the students to read the 
chapter/article at home for understanding first so 
they can focus on reading aloud in class. 

Meanwhile, elsewhere… 
Or 
Meanwhile, nearby… 
 
Expanding horizons - 
students go beyond the 
confines of the curriculum 

• Find out what else 
was happening during 
World War I 

• Find out what 
happening in 
Harrogate or Leeds 
during the 2010 Haiti 
earthquake  

This is a particularly engaging strategy for High 
Starters, High Prior Attainers and for stretching 
and challenging students. By going beyond the 
curriculum, students gain an insight into what was 
happening elsewhere in the world. This is a 
particularly effective strategy in History and 
Geography. 
 

Flipped Learning 
 
Complete work at home 
before the lesson  

• Read a scene from a 
play and use the Cliff 
Notes website to 
annotate your scene 

Flipped learning enables much deeper learning in 
lessons as students have grappled with the basic 
content themselves. 
 

 
2 https://www.growthengineering.co.uk/what-is-the-forgetting-curve/  
3 https://www.teachertoolkit.co.uk/2020/06/20/spaced-practice/  

https://www.growthengineering.co.uk/what-is-the-forgetting-curve/
https://www.teachertoolkit.co.uk/2020/06/20/spaced-practice/


 

• Study a poem using 
online resources 
before studying it in 
the lesson 

• Students watch a 
video on Khan 
Academy or YouTube 
prior to studying the 
topic in class 

“Lessons were fantastic because all of our time 
was spent on questions, discussions, teasing out 
misconceptions, doing practical work and running 
demonstrations.  We could zip through concepts 
where the pre-learning had been more straight-
forward and cut to the chase with more difficult 
issues.”4 
 

 

NB: it does take time and practice for students to 
be trained in this. 

Research • Find answers to 
questions prior to the 
lesson 

• Research a topic 
further after it has 
been studied in the 
lesson  

• A variety of topics are 
given out to students 
– they research one 
and come to the 
lesson prepared to 
teach the rest of the 
class their topic (this 
could also be done in 
small groups) 

This is effective for enabling students to become 
agents in their own learning. It is a vital tool for 
further education to be able to conduct research 
effectively, hence it is important to sustain the skill 
throughout their secondary school life. 
 
NB in order to be most effective research tasks 
need to be scaffolded. This could be done in a 
number of ways: 

• Specific questions to find answers to 

• A table to complete 

• A list of websites to use  
 

Extended Writing • Write a diary entry 

• Write an opinion 
based article  

• Write a blog 

• Write a letter  

• Extended writing exam 
practice questions 

Extended writing for home learning provides 
students with a crucial opportunity to develop 
their writing skills outside of the classroom setting. 
 
It enables students to take their time over a piece 
of writing, without the pressure of being in the 
classroom. 

DIRT to improve a 
Significant Piece of Work 
(SPW) 

• Re-write a paragraph 

• Re-write an essay  
 

When the students receive feedback for their 
Significant Piece of Work (SPW) they engage in 
Dedicated Improvement and Reflection Time 
(DIRT). This is usually completed during lessons, 
but it may be useful to some extended tasks to be 
completed as part of home learning.  

  

 
4 https://teacherhead.com/2013/01/14/flipped-out-by-flipping-you-may-have-missed-the-point/  

 

https://teacherhead.com/2013/01/14/flipped-out-by-flipping-you-may-have-missed-the-point/


 

Revision • Revise a topic ready 
for an assessment 

• Revise a topic 
previously studied 
which will be built on 
in a new topic  

Revision may be set as home learning in every year 
group. Again, it prepares students for the 
inevitable revision they will be doing prior to 
future examinations. 
Repeating revision throughout year groups 
enables spaced retrieval which supports the 
securing of knowledge 

 

Communication of Home Learning 

• All home learning will be written in planners by the students 

• Teachers will input the details of the task and the deadline on the MCAS system 

• Where relevant, teachers will communicate with students via Teams with a link to any 
resources  

• Parents should sign the student planner at the end of each week to acknowledge that home 
learning tasks have been seen 

 
Assessment and Feedback of Home Learning 
 
All pieces of home learning will receive some form of recognition. Online platforms provide live 
marking; alternatively, if the teacher has set questions for which there are correct answers they can 
go through these as a class. Students might also be involved in peer or self-assessing responses. 
Feedback might include using the work in lessons, stamping the student’s book or receiving feedback 
in the form of written or verbal comments.*  
 
There is no expectation for teachers to take in home learning pieces and provide individual written 
feedback. However, there will be recognition or reward for the work which has been done. This will 
be in the form of positive points or verbal praise. Some subjects will use homework charts to record 
the number of positives received for each home learning piece and might win a prize at the end of 
the half term.*  
 
If the piece of home learning is a Significant Piece of Work (SPW) for that half term, then the teacher 
will mark it in accordance with the school marking policy using the WWW (what went well) and EBI 
(even better if) stickers.  
 
*NB some of these practices are limited during the Covid restrictions  
 
Sanctions for Missed Deadlines and Poor Effort with Home Learning 
 
Where deadlines are missed and /or a poor effort has been made with home learning without a 
legitimate reason the following sanctions will apply:* 

 
1. A negative point on the school behaviour system 
2. The student will be expected to complete the missed home learning piece for the following 

day – they can find the member of staff, ask at the staffroom door for it to be put in their 
blue tray or give it to their form tutor to be placed in the member of staff’s blue tray  

3. If the student fails to do this they will be given a detention with the teacher in which they 
will complete the home learning 

4. If the student fails to attend the teacher detention they will be given a detention with the 
Head of Department in which they will complete the home learning 



 

5. If the student fails to attend this they will be given a Friday after school detention in which 
they will complete the home learning  

 
*NB some of these practices are limited during the Covid restrictions  

 
Impact 
 
The home learning will be monitored through the termly reporting system. Teachers will grade 
students as Outstanding / Good / Some concerns / Serious Concerns for their effort in home learning 
tasks.  
 
In addition, we will monitor Bromcom to assess the number of students receiving negative points / 
detentions for failure to complete home learning. In addition, we will use data from Bromcom to 
monitor how many staff are using MCAS to set home learning pieces.  
 
During the Quality Assurance on marking we will check that home learning is labelled in books and 
that it is being completed regularly. As such, all home learning should be clearly marked ‘Home 
Learning’ and underlined by the student in their exercise books.  
 
Finally, we will carry out student voice surveys and will monitor the effectiveness of home learning 
through their responses.  

 
 

 


